
SCSH Democratic Club 
March 18, 2021 

 
 
This meeting of the SCSH Democratic Club was held remotely using Zoom.  President Peggy 
Mathieson called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM. 
 
President’s Report – 
 
Peggy Mathieson reported on issues from the Indio City Council; some items are posted on our 
website:  democratsinscsh.org.  There are plans for a new auto dealership on Varner between 
Jefferson and Adams.  Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the Indio Food Park is open with a 
variety of food trucks from 3 – 11PM.  Adult books are needed for the “mini library” sponsored 
by the Woman’s Club of Indio and located in the main building at the Park (located on Miles 
Ave. in downtown Indio).  The City of Indio budget is okay due to federal funding related to the 
pandemic and in spite of losses from canceled concerts and other lost sales taxes.  However, 
the city receives sales tax from online spending.  There are currently two housing programs in 
Indio that focus on increasing affordable housing.  Additionally, the homeless issue is addressed 
with a focus on crisis stabilization and healthcare.   Councilman Ortiz has proposed a resolution 
denouncing hate crimes against Asians; the resolution will be addressed at the next city council 
meeting. 
 
The group briefly discussed the partial opening of the amenities at Sun City Shadow Hills, e.g. 
gym at 10% occupancy, Movie Night is returning etc. It is possible by the September, 2021, 
meeting the SCSH Democratic Club will be able to meet in person.  The group discussed 
whether or not outdoor club meetings could be approved by the HOA, but the decision was 
made to continue with Zoom meetings for now.   
 
The HOA waiver is on hold until further notice. 
 
Peggy reported she attended the Riverside County Democratic Party Club Presidents Meeting 
which now meets quarterly instead of monthly due to Covid.   We are a medium size group with 
63 paid club members and two honorary members (Erica Hedlund and Joy Silver).  The 
Democratic Club of Sun City Palm Desert has 300 members.   
 
A brief discussion was held about appointing a club representative to attend the monthly 
meetings of the Riverside County Democratic Party.  It will cost $40.  In the past, John and 
Susan Everett have attended because they were already delegates.  The meetings typically have 
great guest speakers.  If anyone is interested, let Peggy know.   She will plan on attending the 
June meeting.   
 
Sun City Palm Desert is having a “zoomathon” to raise money for Fair Fight.  This will take place 
in May.  No decision was made about whether or not our club will participate.   



 
Because of various time conflicts, a discussion was held about changing the time of our club 
meeting.  For now, the time will remain at 6PM on the third Thursday of the month.   
 
Minutes from the January and February 2021 meetings were unanimously approved. 
 
Peggy reviewed the changes in our bylaws. The bylaws were posted on our website for club 
members to review prior to the meeting.  An endorsement procedure has been included, an 
“open meeting” policy was included, our nominating committee has been changed to three 
club members who cannot run for office.  A motion to adopt the revised bylaws was made and 
seconded and unanimously approved.   
 
Nettie Washington is scheduled to speak at our next club meeting in May.  She was an activist 
who was involved in the campaign of Robert Kennedy.   
 
One of our members obtained a newsletter from the Republican Women’s Federation.  It 
contained information about their grievances about our governor as well as continued 
misinformation about election tampering in the 2020 presidential election among other issues.   
 
The Democrats in SCSH will work against the recall of Governor Newsome and focus on the 
voter suppression issue to support voter access to the polls.  The website Ballotpedia was 
suggested as a source of information.  Carole Nelson will be in contact with Joan Speer 
regarding postcarding against the recall and voter suppression. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Since the Treasurer did not attend, the report for March will be presented 
in April. 
 
Peggy Mathieson adjourned the meeting at 7:13 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Janet Kasdorf 

 


