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Democrats in SCSH  

Select list of Indio City Council Actions – June – September 2020 

To view City Council Meeting Agendas and Minutes, go to 

https://www.indio.org/your_government/city_clerk/agendas.htm 

 

3 June 2020 – Study Session with IWA (agenda) 

City and IWA operating budgets discussed 

Proposed new Kia dealership on Varner at Fifties Way discussed  

Actions related to the Coronavirus  

 Resolution confirming continued existence of local emergency and to confirm 

face covering order of DES 

 Public Hearing re: Substantial Amendment to the Consolidated Plan Citizen 

Participation Plan to expedite approval and review processes and promote social 

distancing per recent guidance provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) 

 Approval of use of CDBG for preparing for, preventing, mitigating effect of virus 

 

17 June 2020 – Joint meeting with IWA (agenda) 

Approval of use of 4 City police officers as “school resource officers” for the next 3 years 

in 7 schools in DSUSD – District pays $353,786; City picks up all other costs, if any.  

Payment to Indio Chamber of Commerce and the Greater Coachella Valley Chamber of 

Commerce for business and promotional services and community events in the amount 

of $154,500 for FY 2020-2021  

 

15 July 2020 – City Council Meeting (agenda)  

Still on agenda - Conference with Unicars Honda, Inc. for sale of land to the company 

(Varner in the Auto row area)  

 

17 & 19 August 2020 – City Council – 2 Special Meetings (agenda) 

Closed sessions to discuss replacing City Manager – Mark Scott was named Interim City 

Manager during hunt for his replacement  

https://www.indio.org/your_government/city_clerk/agendas.htm
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19 August 2020 – Joint Meeting with IWA (agenda) 

Still on agenda - Conference with Unicars Honda, Inc.  

Who Knew?  Indio’s City Clerk and City Treasurer are ELECTED OFFICES!  As the 

current officeholders are running unopposed, the Council moved to appoint them to 

avoid paying for an election.  

 

2 September 2020 – Closed Session (agenda) 

Discussion of Threat to Public Services or Facilities pursuant to Government Code 

Section 54957; Consultation with City of Indio Chief of Police 

Note:  This is an exception to the requirement for open meetings.  It reads, in part: 

This chapter shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body of a local 

agency from holding closed sessions with the . . . chief of police  . . . on matters 

posing a threat to the security of public buildings, a threat to the security of 

essential public services, . . . or a threat to the public’s right of access to public 

services or public facilities. 

 

2 September 2020 – Joint Meeting with IWA (video)  

Public Comments - Many folks emailed regarding their opposition to defunding the 

police department. 

Actions Related to the Coronavirus 

 Expenditure and reimbursement plan for the use of $1,120,515 in Coronavirus 

Relief Funds allocated through the CARES Act –Report to the State due Sept. 4 – 

Note: final guidelines on reporting received from state the previous Friday.  

 The City is being allocated $1.2 million (based on population) and must show that 

it will use all these funds to cover costs incurred because of the public health 

crisis between March 1 and December 30.  

 City Manager noted that much of the burden on cities is not being addressed with 

funding by feds. Those costs must come out of City Reserve funds.  

Resolution No. 10177, declaring Racism and Inequity as a Public Health Crisis – 

Discussion and Action – Brought to Council by Fermon; presented by City Manager  

 Spurred by adoption of such resolution by Riverside County 

 Suggestions - improve accessibility of City’s website to social services; add 

Spanish translation to website; improve internet access for all residents; get more 

input from residents on issues of concern; annual report on accountability 

regarding progress; cultural awareness training for employees 
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 Spanish translations of website and agenda were a major concern of most 

members.  The need to create budget items for several actions was also discussed.  

 Vote: 4-0-1 – Councilmember Amith had commented that it was not necessary 

for the City to do this because the feds and state have already addressed this and 

the City is already doing this and passing the resolution will tell people we are 

failing.   

 

16 September 2020 – Council Meeting (video)  

Comments of interest during the meeting from Councilmembers 

 As of this day, the Census has only been returned by little over 50% of Indio 

population. 

 Several programs active now addressing short and long term housing for 

homeless, Covid testing, rent help, IID discounts available based on income 

 Possible Covid vaccinations (by the Feds) in buildings at Indio Fairgrounds  

 City Council rejected proposal to change Columbus Day to Indigenous People’s 

Day (3-2) 

Accessory Dwelling Units 

 State law now supersedes local law on construction of ADU’s (ex: casitas)  

 Opinion of the City Attorney that HOA regulations are now also 

superseded and that if an HOA refuses to allow an ADU that meets state/city 

law requirements, the homeowner may sue the HOA. Several members 

commented that the city should consider educating HOA’s on this issue.  

 Adopted an ordinance to align city law with state law, however, council voted (3-

2) to reject proposal to allow residents to build ADU’s up to the maximum 

allowed under state law (1200 sq. ft. maximum). Instead, Council voted to allow 

maximum of 1000 sq. ft.  

Agreement with Hampton Inn Owners (near Walmart) 

 Council agreed to rebate 50% of the collected occupancy tax back to the owners 

for the next 10 years if the hotel continues in business.   


